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perfect, where are you from?

| have three classes today, so
sometimes | can't reply to the
message in time.

| am from Qingdao,China

My name is Yumin Zhang.You can
call me yumi ﬁ.Homophony

No worries, i know that the time
difference is difficult. i am from
Long Beach, California near Los
Angeles. and you can call me
Savvy. How old are you?




" Both Yumi
 and 1 love
. to travel,
we shared
someof our
recent
travels

bome
countries.
Savvy-
Arizona
Y umi-
Yunnan ‘
Provence

andao, China
(Yumi’s bowme)

N

Long Beach, United States (Savvy’s Home)

within our

Carmel, Calz’fornia, USA
Cottage like architecture
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Yumi’s favorite

bo[id@l is
Yumi and 1 bonded over our Chinese New
[ove of the lights of each Year because of
bo[id@l in our own countries. In the fireworks
Chinese NewYear they celebrate and the family
centered

with fz’reworks just [ike the

United States celebrate celebration and

Independence Day and New mine is the
Years. In China, they also Fourth of July
decorate for many bo[ic]@ls with w, 4 (Independence
lanterns, whereas the United Bt Day) for the

/
States decorate with Christmas same reason!

[ig})ts during the Christmas
season. The majority of the
United States give Christmas
gifts, similarly, for Chinese :

New year they give red | .
enve[opes le[ed with mone)y.
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Yumi and I both prioritize school, as she is going into Engineering
Mechanics and I am going into Sports Psychology. Outside of school, Yumi
and I have a lot in common. We both love to travel and explore new
places within our area and go shopping. Since both of us live near the
beach we enjoy watching the waves and the views. Yumi felt comfortable
enough to open up to me and explain that she likes having alone time
rather than hanging out with a bunch of friends. She said she prefers
having one friend and getting close to one rather than multiple. That is
why she enjoys this program because she was able to become close with
me! I am a little different and enjoy surrounding myself with groups of
people but I think that stems from me playing sports my whole life.  was
in gymnastics and I am currently on the CSULB’s rowing team. Yumi
shared that she is on the Table Tennis team at her school.

[z/noto tak_en by Savuy




| don't think America has very
good fashion, but our styles
depend on where in the United
states you are. In the Southern
states the stereotypical cowboy
hat with cowboy boots and jeans
with a belt is very typical, ] |
personally | really like that style.
But closer to California we wear
informal, comfortable, and beach
clothes like light weight shorts
with a tank top. At school
everyone dress in comfortable
clothes, quite a few people too
wear pajamas to school. There
aren't dress codes or clothing
standards here which is nice
because we can express ourselves
with our fashion. o

Ty[)ical Soutbern “Country” Outfit

In the United States we s/:-op
in stores a lot especialb/ at

Target but online sbopping

‘ﬁﬁ“

lms m/@n over t/vese Pdst 5

years on Amazon

SoCal is very active - this is what

we where to exercise outside

ae

R

Fashion in China fuses tradition
and modernity. Hanfu and
Cheongsam inspire modern
designs. It's diverse with domestic
and international brands.
Although Hanfu and Cheongsam
are part of our traditional fashion,
we usually wear them only on
important occasions. In daily life,
people tend to pair sweatshirts,
sweatpants, and sneakers with a
jacket. This is our typical casual
wear. For me, keeping warm is the
top priority.

Y umi explained that in
China most peop[e do online
s/ooppz’ng on a Platform called

“Taobao”

P/aoto takm b) Y umi

Yumi said she tries stay

warm 6’()87")}'137]967'8 s/oegoes

In Cl)ina, accessories are
always part of the outfit
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Y umi wants to be a Mechanical Engineer.
She studies all sorts of mechanics, this
- ma/@s ber school schedule quite rigorbus. '
She is comp[eting courses [i/@ Mental

' kea[t/a, and Innovation and '
Entrepreneursﬁip along with ber Mechanics
classes. Yumi exp[ained that she is “Leagﬁe
Secretary” of ber class which 1 tbinkis a

buge dccomp[is/vment.

As for me, | am stucbing tobea Sports

iy M@% Ty : ngc/plo[og[z‘lsz a.nd -ke[[) czt_/v[e.tes with tbe;ir
[ SR mental well-veing. 1 am mlqng classes lz/@

v Human P/gysio[ogy and Nutrition. 1 bold
- [edders?aip in my sorority and my club for
' Sports Pycbo[ogy._ I t/’oinkYumi and 1 are
similar that we lque bzg/v goals and ﬁzork

“very bard to achieve them.
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In conclusion 1 tbin/(.tlvis program was one of the kzg/a[zg})ts of my fres/vman year
of col[ege. As a first year co[[ege student who moved away to co[[ege not knowing
mgyboc{y, this program allowed me to bave a friend despite the distance. 1 alwqys
[00/@61 forward to the end of the 'weekbecause I able to give Yumi a debrief and
updates of wy lz’fe. I know that Yumi and 1 share a close bond because 1 was
excited to get messages from ber and to be able to share our friendsbip with my
family and frienc{s. All of my close frienals and family /(_now about Yumi because 1
share ber culture, lbersona[igy, and P/votos with my [oved ones because 1 consider ber
one of my close friends. I lvope that Yumi feels the same way as | do about our
friendslyip because she means so much to me b) bez’ng a part of one of the bardest
and scariest years of my lz’fe. If [ ever fznd m)self in China (lvopefu[b in the near
future) I will definiteb reach out to Yumi to meet ber and see Qingdao for m)se[ f

j}\/ T/mn/uzou for this amazing opportunity of

bez’ng a dz’gim[ Penpal. If the moment arises
W to do this program again next_year 1 will
100% do it.



