Meet Qingdao (“Ching-Dao”), Sister
City of Long Beach

M. E. Barton, Ph.D.

Setting. Located on a peninsula just across from South Korea, Qingdao was the
second sister city of Long Beach. The two joined in 1985. It’s often called our “big
sister,” due to having a population of more than nine million (compared to our 450,00).

Qingdao’s scenic coast, with multiple sandy beaches separated by rocky
outcroppings, provides a popular photo site for its many tourists —and especially for
couples, whose beautiful wedding clothes top their heavy-duty sneakers, worn for
traversing the rocks!!

Inland, the rocky Laoshan Mountains are the backdrop for those many wedding
photos, just as the San Gabriel Mountains form Long Beach’s backdrop in many scenic
photos. Laoshan became the home of Taoism, a very successful philosophy or
religious tradition, still popular today. Our two cities have many other similarities, and
some memorable differences.

The Past. While Qingdao was a sleepy fishing village until the late 1800’s, Long Beach
was a large ranch/farm. A German ship captain recognized that Qingdao’s coast would
make a wonderful harbor, and so Qingdao became the major port city for a German
colony during the days when European powers carved up China for their own empire-
building ambitions. The result: a “modern” port built to handle larger ships, a colony of
German-style buildings recognizable by their red roofs and European architecture, and
a thriving brewery known as TsingTao Brewery.

The Germans left in 1914, but their influence remains in the coastal areas of
Qingdao, and in its thriving manufacturing sector. Most popular is the beer, now the
most successful Chinese beer in America, and also its high-tech firms known as
Hisense and Haier, which both manufacture appliances and electronics exported
worldwide. Qingdao has been a center of higher education for many years, and its
students are credited with the uprising that forced “foreign powers” out of China,
beginning of course with all those Germans. Today, that powerful movement is
celebrated by the large “Winds of May” statue on the City’s coast, a stunning reminder
of Chinese political will.

Today. In addition to modern “sister ports,” both cities have been host to substantial
Navy ports, although only Qingdao maintains its Navy presence. Long Beach,
meanwhile, has converted most Navy holdings to commercial usage, and the same
containers spotted in Qingdao port find lodging in the Port of Long Beach on a daily
basis, serving the incredible trade between the two countries.

Qingdao is home to several universities, notably Ocean University (which
focuses on careers at sea), Qingdao University, and Qingdao City University (formerly
Qingdao University of Technology, whose students have been digital pen pals with
students in Long Beach).



Qingdao hosted the Sailing Regatta for the Beijing Olympics. In 2008. Just as
Long Beach hosts major international sailing events yearly, Qingdao has strived to be
the “sailing capital of China.”

Both Long Beach and Qingdao have had ties to the motion picture industry,
though in Long Beach the studios are long gone. Meanwhile, Wanda Studios in
Qingdao has become Qingdao Movie Metropolis, with 40 sound stages (including one
for underwater filming). It’s a major tourist attraction, combining movie production with
a theme park, hotels, and restaurants.

Today, Qingdao is a modern city and like Long Beach attracts many thousand
tourists to its scenic and thriving waterfront. High rise buildings house residents, who
gaze over the beautiful coastline. As sister cities, we have many features in common,
and hope to promote friendly relations for generations to come.
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(To join Long Beach-Qingdao Association, see www.lbga.org.)



